Summary of Proposed Work
Project Overview and Goals: A significant portion of the original award supported the databasing of the University of Washington Herbarium’s (WTU) 140,000+ Pacific Northwest vascular plant specimens.  These data are available to the public through WTU’s Web site (www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/collections/herbarium/index.php).  We are requesting supplemental funds to capitalize on the success of this and other NSF-funded databasing projects at Pacific Northwest herbaria.  Specifically, we would like to build an online unified access point (portal) for hosting and sharing Pacific Northwest (defined here as Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, British Columbia, and Alaska) herbarium records.  The duration of the project will be six months, during which time we are confident that we can meet the following goals:

· link regional herbarium specimen records through online portal

· minimize redundant data entry among herbaria through data-sharing protocols

· facilitate databasing of regionally significant collections at smaller institutions by leveraging digital resources and technical staff of larger universities

· provide unified access point for existing and emerging digital resources associated with participating collections (e.g., image galleries, mapping functions, checklists, and regional digital gazetteers).

Specific Tasks:  We will extend the position of our current Database Manager, who oversaw the databasing project, developed all of WTU’s online databases and Web interfaces, and established WTU as a GBIF provider.  For the Pacific Northwest herbarium portal proposed here, the Database Manager will create a unique URL and associated Web site to host the portal (see a similar format for Southeastern U.S. herbaria at http://www.sernec.org/).  The Database Manager will work with curators and staff at herbaria within the region to establish community standards for data sharing based on those used by the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF).  The exporting of data from each database (linking) to the portal will be accomplished using Distributed Generic Information Retrieval (DiGIR) protocols, which our Database Manager has already mastered.  Finally, the Database Manager will create links at the portal to all existing and emerging digital resources at participating herbaria 

Deliverables:  Completion of this project will result in online access to over 600,000 specimens that have been databased already at herbaria throughout the region.  The portal will provide a single Web site for efficiently sharing these data with the audience most interested in this information.  Moreover, the portal will provide unified access to existing or emerging regionally significant digital resources such as mapping functions, image galleries, type specimen collections, state by state synonymized flora checklists, electronic field guides, digital gazetteers, etc.,).  Finally, the information centrally held at this site will lay the foundation for updating a regional flora (Flora of the Pacific Northwest) that is over 30 years old and rapidly becoming outdated due to ongoing floristic, taxonomic, and nomenclatural changes.

Target Audience of Portal:  The portal will service the interests of academic, professional, and amateur botanists.

